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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The Examiner has carefully considered Applicant's amendments and accompanying 
remarks filed on 11/12/03 in response to the nonfinal action dared 06/05/03. Applicant's 
remarks made to the IDS as discussed in paragraph 3 of the previous office action are 
acknowledged. Applicant's submission of a new specification along with its marked up copy 
overcomes the trademark issues of paragraph 4 in the previous action. Applicant's submission 
of the Terminal Disclaimer over US Application 08/910115 rectifies the Double Patenting 
rejection made in paragraph 12 of the previous office action. The claims have been amended 
and thus the objections/ rejections made in paragraphs 5, 8 and 9 are also withdrawn. 
Applicant's affidavit is also acknowledged. All previously made rejections are now withdrawn 
and after amendment the following claims are allowed 1-3, 5, 11, 14-16, 18, 27, 29-32, 34-36, 
and 38-40, renumbered as 1-20. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Srinath Malur on 02/03/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Please cancel claims 4, 8, 17, 19-26, 28, 33 and 37. 
The new listing of the claims are as follows: 



Application/Control Number: 08/887,847 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1771 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) a moisture transfer composite comprising a plurality of layers 

arranged to transfer moisture in a predetermined direction, the moisture transfer composite 

comprising: 

An inner fabric layer; 

An outer fabric layer positioned relative to the inner fabric layer in the direction of moisture flow, 
wherein moisture flows from the inner fabric layer through any intermediate layers and then 
through the outer fabric layer; 

and at least one foam material positioned between the inner fabric layer and the outer fabric 
layer, wherein the outer fabric layer is made to have waterproof/breathable characteristics by 
employing encapsulation technology and wherein the foam material is an open cell foam that is 
positioned adjacent to a nonwoven material and wherein either the foam or nonwoven layer is 
treated with microencapsulation technology which can adjust to temperature changes thereby 
giving either material reversible enhanced thermal properties . 

Claim 2 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 1, wherein a 
wetting agent is applied to the inner fabric layer in order to increase moisture transfer. 

Claim 3 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 1, wherein 
the outer fabric layer is made to have waterproof/breathable characteristics by attaching a 
waterproof/breathable membrane thereto. 

Claim 4 (Cancelled). 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 1, wherein 
the outer fabric layer is made to have waterproof/ breathable characteristics by application of a 
waterproof film. 

Claims 6-10 (Cancelled). 

Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 1 , wherein 
the foam material has reversible enhanced thermal properties. 

Claims 12 and 13 (Cancelled). 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended) A moisture transfer composite comprising a plurality of layers 

arranged to transfer moisture in a predetermined direction, the moisture transfer composite 

comprising: 

An inner fabric layer; 

An outer fabric layer positioned relative to the inner fabric layer in the direction of moisture flow, 
wherein moisture flows from the inner fabric layer through any intermediate layers and then 
through the outer fabric layer; 

and at least one foam material positioned between the inner fabric layer and the outer fabric 
layer, wherein the foam material is an antimicrobial, germicidal, open celled foam that is 
positioned adjacent to a nonwoven material and wherein the outer fabric layer is made to have 
waterproof/breathable characteristics by employing encapsulation technology: and wherein 
either the foam or nonwoven layer is treated with microencapsulation technology which can 
adjust to temperature changes thereby giving either material reversible enhanced thermal 
properties. 
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Claim 15 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 14, 
wherein a wetting agent is applied to the inner fabric layer in order to increase moisture transfer. 

Claim 16 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 14, 
wherein the outer fabric layer is made to have waterproof/breathable characteristics by 
attaching a waterproof/breathable membrane thereto. 

Claim 17 (Cancelled). 

Claim 18 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 14, 
wherein the outer fabric layer is made to have waterproof/breathable characteristics by either 
the application of a waterproof film or by the application of a waterproof coating. 

Claims 19-26 (Cancelled). 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended) A moisture transfer composite which transfers moisture through 
a plurality comprising a plurality of layers comprising: 
An inner moisture transfer layer; 

A foam layer positioned adjacent to the inner moisture transfer layer; and 
A nonwoven material positioned adjacent to the foam layer, wherein the moisture is transferred 
from the inner moisture transfer layer, through the foam layer and subsequently through the 
nonwoven material and wherein either the foam or nonwoven layer is treated with 
microencapsulation technology which can adjust to temperature changes thereby giving either 
material reversible enhanced thermal properties . 

Claim 28 (Cancelled). 

Claim 29 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 27, 
wherein the foam layer has reversible enhanced thermal properties. 

Claim 30 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 27, 
wherein the foam layer is an open celled foam. 

Claim 31 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 1, wherein 
the inner fabric layer includes at least polyester or a polyester blend. 

Claim 32 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to Claim 14, 
wherein the inner fabric layer includes at least one of a polyester and polyester blend. 

Claim 33 (Cancelled). 

Claim 34 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to Claim 1 , wherein 
said nonwoven material includes at least one material selected from a group consisting of 
spandex, wood pulp, cotton, polypropylene, polyester and rayon. 
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Claim 35 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to Claim 1 1 , 
wherein said nonwoven material includes at least one material selected from a group consisting 
of spandex, wood pulp, cotton, polypropylene, polyester and rayon. 

Claim 36 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to Claim 14, 
wherein said nonwoven material includes at least one material selected from a group consisting 
of spandex, wood pulp, cotton, polypropylene, polyester and rayon. 

Claim 37 (Cancelled). 

Claim 38 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to Claim 27, 
wherein said nonwoven material includes at least one material selected from a group consisting 
of spandex, wood pulp, cotton, polypropylene, polyester and rayon. 

Claim 39 (Previously Presented) The moisture transfer composite according to Claim 29, 
wherein said nonwoven material includes at least one material selected from a group consisting 
of spandex, wood pulp, cotton, polypropylene, polyester and rayon. 

Claim 40 (Previously Amended) The moisture transfer composite according to claim 27, wherein 
the inner moisture transfer layer includes at least one of a polyester and a polyester blend. 

3. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 

agreed upon by applicant: please see Notice of Formal Drawings by the Draftsperson dated 

08/13/99. In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 

above agreed upon drawing changes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ms. Arti Singh whose telephone number is 571 -272-1483. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-7pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571 -272-1478. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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